
 

 
RIP Frank Doran - A true Socialist, Friend and 
Comrade.

In January this year 
our friend and 
comrade Frank 
Doran passed away 
after a brave and 
relentless battle 
with cancer. His 
passing is 

particularly felt this week in Brighton as 
Frank will be remembered by delegates 
as the most passionate and articulate 
speaker who has graced the rostrum for 
many a year. 

Frank was a true comrade who 
transcended political boundaries gaining 
admiration and respect from all who 
knew him regardless of their political 
affiliations or political differences.  He 
had that remarkable gift of making 
people feel special and that their opinion 
was important and that they mattered in 
the world. 

Frank was a socialist through and 
through. He wasn’t someone who 
spouted socialist texts or engaged in 
great academic debates (although he 
could) he just lived his life everyday 
within his socialist values and principles.  

 

Those values and his great charm and 
warmth meant that all who met him even 
for the briefest of times loved him. 

When Franks passing was recorded in 
the local press the headline called him 
the "King of Bootle" He loved and was 
very proud to be a son of Bootle, which 
for those who don’t know is a very small 
area of Liverpool. He was the chairman 
of Bootle Football club and took them to 
new heights, building an impressive new 
stadium and gaining sponsorship from 
local businesses.  Frank never saw any 
boundaries in life he always had a vision 
and the development of Bootle Football 
Club was a beneficiary of his vision and 
drive. 

 



 

 
 

 

To frank the most important thing in his 
life was his family. Frank left behind his 
partner Gerry and a son and two 
stepdaughters. Our thoughts and our 
condolences go to Frank’s family and 
especially to our friend and comrade 
Gerry who Frank described as his soul 
mate. 

 

Franks funeral, which took place in his 
beloved Bootle, highlighted just how 
much respect he commanded.  Family, 
friends and colleagues from all over the 
country attended and it was the biggest 
funeral anyone had ever seen. The 
church was completely full and 
hundreds had to stand outside the 
church to pay their final respects. 

This week of conference will evoke 
many memories for those who were 
close to Frank and although there is 
sadness that he is no longer with us I 
am sure he will also appreciate a smile 

for the many times he made us applaud, 
laugh and cheer at conference. 

Robert Louis Stevenson said "Don't 
judge each day by the harvest you reap 
but by the seeds that you plant." This is 
very fitting and representative of Frank’s 
life. His inspiration, bravery and fortitude 
will live long in our memories. 
 

	  

	  

	  


